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MATHEMATICS POLICY

Mission Statement

Woolgrove seeks to create a happy, secure and stimulating environment in which all can experience
success and realise their unique potential.

Intent

Our intent for the teaching and learning of Mathematics is for the children:

e To develop an enthusiasm and enjoyment of mathematical activities.

e To be confident to use numbers, positional language, patterns, shape and measures appropriate to
the child’s individual developmental stage and ability.

e To develop mathematical skills to meet the targets outlined in their EHCP.

e To make good or outstanding progress in each area of maths

e To extend the most able to be able to understand and use Fractions and Statistics at their individual
level.

For the staff:
e To be confident to provide engaging and motivating mathematical activities which motivate and
enthuse the children to develop their mathematical abilities.
e Develop skills in line with the targets in their Educational Heath Care Plan (EHCP) and individualised
curriculum.
e To be able to assess, plan and teach maths skills accurately for all pupils.

Implementation

The children at Woolgrove School are taught in classes according to five different pathways. The five
pathways are: EYFS pathway, Pre-Formal pathway; Semi-Formal 1 and 2 pathways and Formal pathway.

For each pathway, staff plan and deliver personalised learning based on the children’s current TrackAble
targets. This can mean a variety of skills are delivered in one session: in a group or on an individual basis,
whole class inputs are reduced to a minimum to ensure learning is specific to the needs of each child.
Each session is assessed and recorded, informing the learning of the following session. Evidence is
completed according to the assessment, recording and reporting policy.

We have written our own curriculum based on the Birth to 5, development matters guidance (2021) and
National curriculum 2014. Maths is taught in 2 key areas: Core mathematics and Supplementary
mathematics. The Core programme of study is an incremental curriculum building on skills equivalent from
pre-reception to Year 4. The supplementary curriculum works on the same age bracket and has been
broken down into 7 units: Position and direction, Shape, Pattern, Measures, Fractions and Statistics. Each
half term has a focus unit, with children working on Fractions when they are at range 7 and above, and
Statistics when they are at range 10 and above in all other supplementary areas.

EYFS pathway teaches mathematics through a topic based, multisensory and play based approach. The

children are taught through adult led and Play and Learn (PAL) activities. Much of the learning
opportunities are presented through Play and Learn in either continuous or enhanced provisions. Children
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following the EYFS pathway will have opportunities to explore mathematics through a range of contexts
from sensory exploration to formal recording in order to cater for every style of learner.

Classes following the Pre-Formal pathway are taught mathematics through a multisensory, practical and
play based approach where the mathematics learning may be delivered in conjunction with other subjects
to provide motivation and a greater context. Mathematics skills and knowledge will appear in continuous
and enhanced provision. Activities are available for the children to practise and develop their independent
learning and mathematical skills.

Semi-Formal 1 pathway delivers learning in a multisensory and practical approach with high levels of visual
and concrete supports with opportunities for over learning, and some evidence of recording in written
style. Mathematics will appear in continuous provision and in enhanced provision at set times.

Semi-Formal 2 pathway delivers learning in a multisensory and practical approach with high levels of visual
and concrete supports with opportunities for over learning in a more formal, written style. Mathematics
will appear in enhanced provision at set times.

Formal pathways will use concrete and practical methods to introduce new concepts with opportunities to
overlearn and record using written methods with a wide variety of scaffolds to support the learner. Some
use of enhanced provision will support the application of new knowledge and skills.

All maths concepts are taught using a progression through Concrete, Pictorial and Abstract approaches to
deepen and secure knowledge and skill obtained.

Vocabulary

Mathematical vocabulary is a very important element of the mathematics lesson. Children need to
understand mathematical vocabulary if they are to make good progress in mathematics. The children
should be introduced to appropriate mathematical language at the right time. Staff will need to
differentiate for their class where necessary. The use of visual symbols, signing, symbols and Communicate
in Print can be used.

Strategies that may help:

e Use practical activity and concrete examples

e Model correct use of language

e Ask questions to ensure understanding

e Use a variety of teaching strategies to cater for the individual needs which will include visual, audio
and kinaesthetic learners

e Autism —language suited to needs

Planning

There are three levels of planning carried out throughout the school: long-term, medium term and weekly
planning. Details of our plans are available on the school website.
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Assessment and monitoring

e Pupil progress is monitored using TrackAble. Progress through these ranges is recorded at 6 levels:
Experienced, Emerging supported skill, Working on it, AlImost achieved, Achieved needs to
consolidate, and Mastered. In some situations, children maybe marked as ‘NA’ (non applicable)
and this is for specific objectives that their disability may prevent them from achieving e.g. when
the pupil has significant visual impairments - subitising amounts under 5 can be marked as ‘NA’.

e Teachers record progress on TrackAble. Each individual’s TrackAble summative data is used as part
of the Annual Review of the Education Health Care Plan (EHCP). This is then used to establish new
individual targets for each pupil.

e The assessment data is collected regularly throughout the year and is used to monitor and track the
progress and attainment of individual pupils and groups of pupils.

e Progress and continuity are ensured though regular monitoring, record keeping, moderation and
work scrutinises.

e Assessment is based on teacher observations, questioning, written work and photographic/video
evidence.

e Parents/carers can discuss pupil progress and achievements in the daily home/school books,
informal meetings, parent consultation meetings and at the EHCP Annual Review meeting.

Monitoring

Monitoring mathematics will enable the mathematics coordinators to gain an overview of
mathematics teaching and learning throughout the school. This will assist the school in the self
evaluation process identifying areas of strength as well as those for development. When monitoring
the quality of mathematics teaching and learning, the mathematics coordinators and SLT will:

e Analyse children’s work

e Moderate children’s work within school, across pathways
e Observe mathematics teaching and learning in every class
e Deliver necessary training to staff

e Analyse assessment data and use this information to identify trends, strengths and areas for
development

e Regularly review the mathematics policy and scheme of work alongside staff
e Review the school development plan for Mathematics annually

e Meet with the Governor linked to Mathematics development in the school to discuss all aspects of
Mathematics teaching, learning, progress and targets in this subject.

Impact

The above measures ensure that teachers are confident in delivering personalised learning through
appropriate teaching strategies. Teachers are confident at assessing learning and have clear,
progressive steps for planning and delivery, knowing what came before their targeted teaching and
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what needs to be taught next. Subject coverage across the school is broad while knowledge is secured
before moving to the next skill/concept.

Pupils leave Woolgrove with diverse attainment levels consistent with a diverse cohort. However, each
child will have developed mathematics knowledge and skills through a fun, stimulating and exciting
environment. The children will have developed their own resilience and independence ready to apply
their skills to the world they are in, accessing their full unique potential.

Equal Opportunities

All pupils have equal access and inclusive rights to the curriculum, regardless of their age, gender, race,
religion, belief, disability, sexual orientation or ability. We plan work that is differentiated for the
performance of all groups and individuals. Woolgrove School is committed to creating a positive
climate that will enable everyone to work, free from any intimidation or harassment, and to achieve
their full potential.
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