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Welcome!

Hello everyone, welcome back to our brand new academic year and a special
welcome to our new children and parents. As you can see, we have a brand new
format for our newsletter, soon to match our brand new website which will be
launched this year - watch this space. Please see below our latest news and as
always, don't hesitate to contact us should you have any queries or questions - we

are all here to help.

Summer Fair

You might remember that we took the difficult decision at the end of

last year to postpone our Summer Fair due to heat. The good news is

the new date is coming up fast and we are hoping you will come and

join us for all the fun! The Fair will be held next Friday

11th September at the new time of 4 - 6pm. This is the biggest v v
fundraiser of the year for the Friends of Woolgrove and a great

opportunity to meet other parents. Please join us if you can.

If you are available to help on the day (Set up from 2.15pm) please

. . . . Woolgrove School Special Needs Academy 50" Birthda
inform the Friends of Woolgrove via email on : s . y y

f-o-w@woolgrove.herts.sch.uk su M M ER
There are a number of items ready to purchase on Parentmail so

please do take a look. Pre ordering items include:

1" September 2026
4-6PM

Adults-£1.50
hildren-Freg

1) Entry Tickets - (£1.50 per adult - children free) Friends, family,
siblings, neighbours all welcome!

2) Refreshments - BBQ Burgers and sausages (£3.00 each) available to
» ADULT & CHILDREN'S TOMBOLA

« WATER & WINE STALL

right one! * BBQ & REFRESHMENTS

* GAMES & LUCKY DIP

« BIKE TRACK, FACE PAINTING & TATTOOS
» RAFFLE & MUCH MORE!

pre order - vegan options available so please ensure you order the

3) Raffle Tickets - £1.00 each... Please feel free to ask your family and
friends so that we can sell as many as possible.

LOOK FORWARD TO WELCOMING YOU ALL TO OUR Parenikind
GEST FUNDRAISING EVENT OF THE YEAR © Member Assaciation

4) Woolgrove Wonga! In our efforts to go cashless, we are introducing
our own currency to spend during the Summer Fair! You can purchase
in bundles on Parentmail and you will be given tokens to spend on the
day. 50p per token.

We are still in need of donations for prizes and stalls. Thank you for all
your support.
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Parents' Evening

Our first Parents' Evening of this year will be held on Tuesday 29" and Wednesday
30t September, 4-7pm. These will be held in person at Woolgrove School with your
childs Teacher. At this meeting we share with you how they have settled in, our
targets for this year and our holistic approach to learning. More information to

follow in the coming weeks.

Reporting of Incidents

é The Department of Education (DfE) has published updated guidance on restrictive
interventions, including the use of reasonable force, in schools. We have sent home a letter
with each child this week outlining how we now report incidents and what this means. Thisis a

@ national practice that has been rolled out to every school. If you have any questions about the
update sent, please feel free to contact the school office to speak with a member of SLT.

Transport

We have had many queries over the summer regarding transport. Anne Linnell is
our transport coordinator and can liaise between the parent and provider should
any problems arise that cannot be reconciled directly. The first port of call should
always be the provider, followed by the School Transport Team

(schooltransport@hertfordshire.gov.uk). Please make a note of your provider’s

contact details so that you can make contact at any time.

DSL Safeguarding Lead: Richard Pritchard
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Drop Off / Collection

At drop off/collection at either end of the day staff in the Transport Team
are there to help a smooth transition and are wearing pink Hi-Vis so that you

can identify them easily. If you are dropping/collecting your child, pleasebe 5 The school gates will close:

guided by the transport team and direct any questions to them. Otherwise,

please call the office who will be happy to answer any questions. Please be Monday - Thursday 9amand 3pm

advised we have a strict 5mph speed limit for cars on site to keep our children Fridays 9am and 2pm

(and adults) safe.
o Blue Class Parents may park in the

layby

SPEED o All other Parents will be directed by
the transport team.

o Please stay in your vehicle with your
child if you are parked on the
playground or main carpark — the
class teams will come to you.

o If you walk in with your child, or

LI M IT down from the overflow carpark

please stand in the signposted areas
for your class.

Maintaining the recommended temperature range

ensures that the EpiPen remains chemically stable

and effective when needed. Avoid extreme heat,

15-30°C cold, and light exposure, and use protective cases or

(59-86°F) insulated containers during travel or outdoor
activities to safeguard the medication

First Aid Trainers

After the significant prolonged heat waves over this summer, please
ensure you are aware of how auto immune injectors should be
stored. To check if an EpiPen is still effective, follow these steps:

wild

e Check the expiration date: Look at the box or packaging to find the expiration date.

e Inspect the solution: If the solution appears cloudy, discolored, or contains particles, it is
likely no longer effective.

e Consider potency: After the expiration date, epinephrine may retain 100% of its potency within
6 months, but it can drop below 90% after 1-2 years.

e Use in emergencies:In life-threatening situations, an expired EpiPen is better than using
nothing at all, but it is not recommended for emergency treatment.

Always consult with a healthcare professional if you have concerns about the effectiveness of an EpiPen or if you
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need to replace it.

Free School Meals

From September 2026, the eligibility criteria for Free School Meals (FSM)
changing. From the start of the new school year, all parents/carers who are in
receipt of Universal Credit will be eligible for Free School Meals, regardless of

the amount received.

Applying takes around 5 minutes, and you will need your National Insurance
number.

We encourage you to apply even if you have previously been told you were not
eligible. Not only will your child receive a hot, nutritious meal at lunchtime, but
the school may also receive additional funding to support pupils.

We can apply on your behalf in the school office, please call or email your NI
number and date of birth.

And finally..

The children have settled in really well this
week and we look forward to seeing
everyone back in school on Monday.

Have a lovely weekend

N’ l,.‘ ‘\Uv \J//,

Lisa Hall,
Headteacher

DSL Safeguarding Lead: Richard Pritchard
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