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Happy New Year to you
all! I hope you are all

keeping safe and warm
during this cold start to

“ January. We have lots

going in the coming weeks, details below.

You will be aware that we
have had several weather
warnings up and down the
country including an
AMBER cold health alert
for the East of England in
place until this weekend.

There is guidance here on staying safe in
cold weather here

The Council has detailed cost of living support
available here: Help to manage the cost of living |
Hertfordshire County Council

Directory of ‘warm spaces’ available in the county
here

With the above in mind,
please ensure your child is
dressed appropriately for
all weather including hats,
gloves, warm layers,
waterproof coat and
wellies.

\ L

Woolgrove children access regular trips and
outings, long walks in the wildlife area and we
always encourage outdoor play.

Please ensure that all
items are clearly
named (on each of
the pair where

28 applicable) so that
&8 we can reunite them
with their owners.

DSL Safeguarding Lead: Richard Pritchard
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Add-Vance - The ADHD & Autism Trust - offers
coaching, training, advice and support to
parents/carers and
professionals in
Hertfordshire and
would like to raise
awareness of their
Support Hub.

Neurodiversity

Support Hub

For Parents, Carers and
Professionals across Herfordshire

The Hub offers a daily helpline - Monday to Friday
9am to 1pm (with additional hours including
Wednesday evening appointments during term
time) and all team members are parents of
neurodivergent children, with a wealth of
understanding and experience.

Helpline number: 01727 833963 or
email supporthub@add-vance.org

j*}:“‘"“"f Richard Barr has secured another
ﬂlwlj wonderful donation for our Friends

moogoe  through.... having helped us along the
way to our £10,000 target for a new softplay
area. Watch this space for our new mission.... If
you would like to know more about
our fundraising, how you can help or ‘r..;_‘] (R
the Friends of Woolgrove, please .
contact the school office.

;r‘;:"dsw Join us for the ever-popular Woolgrove
f‘iw;" Ball being held on
Hoqgore  Friday 30%"
January, 6pm —
7.30pm. All the details are
on Page 6, tickets are
available now on Parentmail.

This week we are delighted to

(Wﬁ@@) welcome Dan, Shelley, Maxine and

Yetunde to the Woolgrove Team.

dsl@woolgrove.herts.sch.uk


https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/cold-weather-plan-action-cards-for-cold-weather-alert-service/cold-health-alert-action-card-for-the-voluntary-and-community-sector
https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/about-the-council/news/cost-of-living/help-to-manage-the-cost-of-living.aspx
https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/about-the-council/news/cost-of-living/help-to-manage-the-cost-of-living.aspx
https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/adult-social-services/news-and-campaigns/community-spaces.aspx#findacomspace
mailto:supporthub@add-vance.org
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We are holding a Coffee
Morning with the
Hertfordshire O-25 Team, on
Friday 16th January 2026, 09:30 - 11:00 am. This
should be an informative session with a member
of their team who will be able to sign post you to
support and advice provided by their service.

Hertfordshire's Local Offer

Please come along; it will be a most enjoyable
morning. Refreshments will also be available. If
you could notify us if you are
able to attend either via
email or the home school
book, this would be most

helpful.
2 . , We are very excited to be
K C 3 " 0, giving the children the
ULTURAL ; i
opportunity to take part in
&D VERST Y PP y p

our cultural diversity week
i [ ", to learn about each other
and for the children to share all about themselves
and their homes with their classes. This will take
place 3™ - 6™ February 2026. We will be learning
about different countries related to the children
and their families in each class. Some activities
may include, wearing clothing, cooking or eating
food, having a celebration, doing a traditional
dance and looking at pictures from a particular
country. If you have any recipes, foods,
traditional clothing or photographs you would be
willing to send in and share with the class, these
would be greatly appreciated. We would like to
encourage visitors during the week, so if you
would be willing to come in and
talk or show something from your
culture with your child’s class,
please let your child's class teacher
know or email admin. Our African
Drumming experience will return
at the school for all the children to
enjoy!

DSL Safeguarding Lead: Richard Pritchard

dsl@woolgrove.herts.sch.uk
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Hello everyone.

My name is Steve Simms and | am delighted to
introduce myself as the new Chair of the Board
of Trustees for Woolgrove School. It is a privilege
to take on this role and | am looking forward to
working closely with our school community in the

months and years ahead.

| worked in a local Secondary School as a teacher
of Modern Languages for over 30 years. My son
spent 3 happy years at Woolgrove and it was
after seeing first-hand what a wonderful school
Woolgrove was that | decided to apply to join the
Board of Trustees.

The Board of Trustees plays an important part
in the life of the school. Our role is not to run the
school day-to-day — that is the responsibility of
the headteacher and staff — but to provide
strategic leadership, oversight, and support. In

practice, this means we:

® Help set the school’s long-term vision,
values, and priorities

e Oversee the school’s financial planning to
ensure funds are used wisely

e Ensure the school meets its statutory
duties and provides a safe, inclusive
environment

e Represent the interests of pupils, parents,

staff, and the wider community

I am very much looking forward to meeting
many of you at school events and hearing your
thoughts and experiences. Strong partnerships
between families, staff, and governors can make
such a huge difference to the continued success of

our school.

Warm regards,

Steve Simms
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Our School aims to maximise attendance rates in
order to ensure that all pupils are able to take
fullest advantage of the learning experiences
available to them. s
Absence Reque'st Hi 2%
Form must be filled

out in advance and sent to the school office for

my attention. Please ensure that you check the
term dates before booking any holidays.

If time off is needed
due to exceptional
circumstances, an

In addition, to eliminate safeguarding risks, if we
have children absent from school with no contact
from home by 9.30am we will be making calls to
Parents/Carers and anyone else listed as a
contact for your child. If we are still unable to
ascertain where your child is, we will take further
action to ensure they are safe.

If you change any of your contact

@ details, including email, telephone

number, address or emergency
contacts please let the office know
as soon as possible.

| want to remind Parents/Carers that if your child
is absent from school for medical reasons or for
an appointment, we must see a letter or
correspondence from the Medical or Professional
Team.

Please send evidence
through to the office via
email or in person.

If your child has an
appointment during the
school day, please do
send them in to school
either side of the appointment where possible to
minimise the impact on their learning.

For our Attendance Policy, click here.

DSL Safeguarding Lead: Richard Pritchard
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Please be

reminded that we
have an Inset Day

on Monday 2"
February. School
will be closed to
pupils on this day
and reopen

Tuesday 3" February

We still have
spaces on our
upcoming training
courses which are
free to Woolgrove
Parents/Carers.

The course usually costs £150 to attend, but is
free for Parents and Carers at Woolgrove.

Please contact the office to book.

» Sign Along 6 Week Course:
From Monday 2" February, 4 — 5.30pm
» Sign Along 6 Week Course:
From Wednesday 4t February, 1 —2.30pm

Key Stage 2 (Years 3, 4, 5 and 6) children may
bring a piece of fruit or vegetable into schooal,
alternatively we can provide this for your child at
a cost of £1.50 per week, paid
via Parentmail. If you would like
your child to be offered Milk in
the morning at a cost of £1.50
per week, please order through
Parentmail.

[} .V\‘

o

Lisa Hall,
Headteacher

dsl@woolgrove.herts.sch.uk


https://woolgrove.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/Woolgrove-attendance-policy-Feb-2023.pdf
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W2
2023 - 2026 TERM and
INSET Dates

INSET Wednesday 3rd September
Phased Pupils start Thursday 4" September
Phased Pupils start Friday 5™ September
All Pupils start Monday 8% September
H.I -
AUTUMN Half Term Mjunda'yr 27 October
Friday 31* October 2025
INSET Monday 3™ November
OCCASIONAL DAY (no pupils) | Friday 28" November
Term ends Friday 19 December
Pupils start Monday 5% January 2026
INSET DAY Monday 2™ February
Monday 16% Feb -
SPRING Half Term onday = sbruary
Friday 20* February 2026
Term ends Friday 27 March
INSET day Monday 13% April
Pupils start Tuesday 14* April
Monday 25 May —
Half T
SUMMER | = °™" Friday 29% May 2026
Pupils back Monday 1% June
Term ends Wednesday 22™ July
INSET Thursday 23™ July 2026

DSL Safeguarding Lead: Richard Pritchard

dsl@woolgrove.herts.sch.uk
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2026 -
TERM and INSET Dates

2021

INSET Tuesday 1* September
INSET Wednesday 2™ September
Phased Pupils start Thursday 3™ September
Phased Pupils start Friday 4" September
AUTUM N All Pupils start Monday 7" September

Half Term Monday 26 to Friday 30'" October
Pupils start Monday 2™ Movember
OCCASIONAL DAY {no pupils) | Friday 27" November
Term ends Friday 18" December {Pupils finish at 1.15pm)
Pupils start Monday 4™ January
Half Term Monday 15" to Friday 19*" February

SPRING | InseT Day Monday 22" February
Pupils start Tuesday 23™ February
Term ends Thursday 25 March {Pupils finish at 1.15pm})
Pupils start Monday 12 April
Pupils finish Thursday 28" May
INSET DAY Friday 28" May

SUMMER [ Half Term Monday 31 May to Friday 4 June

Pupils start Monday 7% June
Term ends Wednesday 21 July [Pupils finish at 1.15pm)
INSET Thursday 22™ July

January 2026

DSL Safeguarding Lead: Richard Pritchard

dsl@woolgrove.herts.sch.uk
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Our Target

Soft Play Refurbishment

Bag to School
Richard Barr Donation

=) £10,000

Bag to School
Christmas Cards

MBDA Donation

Thank you!

DSL Safeguarding Lead: Richard Pritchard

dsl@woolgrove.herts.sch.uk
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Woolgrove Spring Ball

Are you ready to party?

Friday 30th January
6pm - 7.30pm
@ Woolgrove School

£1 per adult
£2 per child

£5 family ticket (4 people)

Siblings welcome

Tickets can be purchased via
ParentMail or cash to the office

Each child ticket will include,
a carton of juice & a packet of crisps

Hot dogs, sweet treats & other
refreshments available to purchase

-~ ‘
' Z \ “a
”~ -—

DSL Safeguarding Lead: Richard Pritchard

dsl@woolgrove.herts.sch.uk
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Family Lives Online Programme “ [2mil
Spring 2026

\
B&mgg gn. Friday 23rd January to 6th March, 9.45am to 11.45am )
ADHD/ASD If your child has ADHD/ASD, or you think they might, join our online
Children group where you will receive support from other parents and gain a
(6 ks) understanding of ADHD/ASD and learn strategies to iImprove life at ,
wee home and ot school. /
v -
/ 4 D
/o Tuesday 20th January to 3rd March, 7.00pm to 9.00pm Less
or Shouting
Monday 9th February to 23rd March, 9.30am to 1.30am More 2

Do you feel you are constantly nagging or shouting at your child to get | Cooperation
what you need? Learn how you can change the way you communicate (6 weeks)
\ with your child, respond better, and feel more in control,

- - J

e

Dads B Wednesday 4th February to 18th March, 7pm to 9pm \:

Together Calling all Dads - join our free online group. come along and receive
(6 weeks) support from other dads and learn how to change the way you
communicate with your child, respond better and feel more in control

P

—

/ m Tuesday 3rd February to 17th March, 7.00pm to 9.00pm ( )

Is your teen feeing anxious or isolated? Are you concerned about their mcg::‘
mental health and struggling 1o get help? You may have an FFA, CIN, or Pre-teen or
CP in place and need more support. Learn how parents can best

emotionally support their teen and feel confident and prepared for Teenager

\\ whatever challenges might arise, ! (6 weeks) J

.

For more information, call 0204 522 8700/8701,
email services@familylives.org.uk or scan
the QR code for our online form.

We build better family lives together

www.familylives.org.uk

Fmdedby
§ @familyliveshertsandbeds ’ Wé

Coumy Council

Family Lives is registered as & company limited by gusrantee in England and Wales No. 3817762, Regetered charity No 077722,
Registered address: The Annex York House, Salisbury Square, Hatfiedd, Hertfordshire, ALS 5AD

DSL Safeguarding Lead: Richard Pritchard

dsl@woolgrove.herts.sch.uk
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AUTISM & ADHD SUPPORT

A

GMa

' WEEKLY UNlINE WORKSHOP AND SIJPPURT
10AM-12PM EVERY TUESDAY DURING TERM TIME -ﬁ;’

g FREE :Workshop topic

presentation opening to =3

online support on any topic m

Topic List:
6Jan - Women and Girls
13 Jan - Supporting and understanding ADHD
20 Jan - Speaker- Dr Sarah Lewis-Hayes
NMhat should be in an EP report.
27 Jan - Speaker: Charley Crowe (SAAS)
Social Stories and Comic Strip Convos
3 Feb - Emotionally Based School Absence (EBSA)
10 Feb - Understanding Pathological Demand Avoidance (PDA)

Scan this QR code to access our support
and zoom links

www.angelssupportgroup.org.uk

DSL Safeguarding Lead: Richard Pritchard

dsl@woolgrove.herts.sch.uk
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<3 Imagine & Move (Age guidance 3+) ¢

Sensory movement classes for those who struggle to follow instruction and
need support from a parent/carer to participate,

Magic Movers (Age guidance 7+)

Creative dance classes for those who can participate independently

: R . . and follow instruction.
A Moving on Up (Age guidance 16+) (X
Creative dance classes for those who can participate in

dependently
and follow instruction.

BOOK: info.imaginationarts@yahoo.com | 07394 934911

DSL Safeguarding Lead: Richard Pritchard
dsl@woolgrove.herts.sch.uk
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TH E Every year children are at risk when they are
tempted to play on the ice formed on open

waters and adults find themselves at risk as they
attempt to save them. Over 50 % of ice related

drowning involved an attempted rescue of

Areas with frozen waters can be beautiful to

look at but they are also extremely dangerous.
Here are some useful tips to help you enjoy
these areas safely.

WHATTO DD IF YOU FALL

TOPTIPS TOSTAY SAFE THROUGH THE ICE

NEVER GO DN THE ICE Keep calm and chout ‘help’
UNDER ANY CIRCUMSTANCES

This includes attempting to rescue another person or Spread your anms across the

animal who may have fallen through the ice. surface of the ice in :"‘5'"‘

| af yau

DNLY USE WELL LIT AREAS II Try to kick your legs and pull

Try to take walks in the daylight but if you must walk [ yourself out of the water and

in the evening, only use well lit areas and avoid I on to the ice

anywhere with water. |

Wmning [ Le
KEEP AWAY FROM THE EDGE OF THE WATER Thin ice
Mever go close to the edge or lean over to touch the |
iceffou may overbalance or trip and fall in.

spreading your weight
the surface and pull

H ADULT

eone does fall

rs around to raise Oree you are safe, it is important

that you go to hosmtal immediately
for a check up

WHAT TO DO IF YOU SEE SOMEONE FALL THROUGH THE ICE
Shout for *HELP* and dial 999 or 112 if you can

DO NOT walk on to the ice to attempt a rescue

Shout to the person to *"HEEP STILL" and offer reassurance.

If they are close enough, LIE DOWN TO AVDID OVERBALANCING =nd falling onto
the ice, and try to reach them with a tree branch clothing tied together
or anything else which can extend your reach.

If you cannot reach them, SLIDE SOMETHING which floats across the ice,
such as a plastic bottle or a football , so that they can hold on to it to stay
afloat whilst help is on the way.

If they are too far away, WALIT FOR THE EMERGENCY SERVICES

and reassure the casualty from the safety of the bank. w1, .

DSL Safeguarding Lead: Richard Pritchard

dsl@woolgrove.herts.sch.uk




Woolgrove School — Newsletter No. 8 January 2026

Designed for children with special educational
needs and disabilities, our SEND sessions
provide full use of all the facilities.

Brothers, sisters and friends are all
welcome to join in the fun at this time
with the freedom and comfort of knowing
that the time is suited to them.

SEND session dates:

2nd January - é6th February - 6th March - 3rd April - I1st May
oth June - 3rd July - 7th August 4th September 2nd October
é6th November - 4th December

DSL Safeguarding Lead: Richard Pritchard

dsl@woolgrove.herts.sch.uk




