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Happy New Year to you 

all! I hope you are all 

keeping safe and warm 

during this cold start to 

January.  We have lots 

going in the coming weeks, details below.  

You will be aware that we 
have had several weather 
warnings up and down the 
country including an 
AMBER cold health alert 
for the East of England in 
place until this weekend.   

There is guidance here on staying safe in 
cold weather here 
  
The Council has detailed cost of living support 
available here: Help to manage the cost of living | 
Hertfordshire County Council  
 
Directory of ‘warm spaces’ available in the county 
here 

With the above in mind, 
please ensure your child is 
dressed appropriately for 
all weather including hats, 
gloves, warm layers, 
waterproof coat and 
wellies.   

Woolgrove children access regular trips and 
outings, long walks in the wildlife area and we 
always encourage outdoor play.  
 

Please ensure that all 
items are clearly 
named (on each of 
the pair where 
applicable) so that 
we can reunite them 
with their owners.   

Add-Vance - The ADHD & Autism Trust - offers 
coaching, training, advice and support to 
parents/carers and 
professionals in 
Hertfordshire and 
would like to raise 
awareness of their 
Support Hub. 
 

The Hub offers a daily helpline - Monday to Friday 
9am to 1pm (with additional hours including 
Wednesday evening appointments during term 
time) and all team members are parents of 
neurodivergent children, with a wealth of 
understanding and experience.  
 

Helpline number: 01727 833963 or 
email supporthub@add-vance.org 

Richard Barr has secured another 

wonderful donation for our Friends 

through….  having helped us along the 

way to our £10,000 target for a new softplay 

area.  Watch this space for our new mission….   If 

you would like to know more about 

our fundraising, how you can help or 

the Friends of Woolgrove, please 

contact the school office. 

Join us for the ever-popular Woolgrove 

Ball being held on 

Friday 30th 

January, 6pm – 

7.30pm. All the details are 

on Page 6, tickets are 

available now on Parentmail. 

This week we are delighted to 

welcome Dan, Shelley, Maxine and 

Yetunde to the Woolgrove Team.   

Weather Warning 

Suitable Clothing 

Add-Vance Neurodiversity Support Hub 

Donations 

Staffing Update 

Woolgrove Spring Ball 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/cold-weather-plan-action-cards-for-cold-weather-alert-service/cold-health-alert-action-card-for-the-voluntary-and-community-sector
https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/about-the-council/news/cost-of-living/help-to-manage-the-cost-of-living.aspx
https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/about-the-council/news/cost-of-living/help-to-manage-the-cost-of-living.aspx
https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/adult-social-services/news-and-campaigns/community-spaces.aspx#findacomspace
mailto:supporthub@add-vance.org
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We are holding a Coffee 

Morning with the 

Hertfordshire O-25 Team, on 

Friday 16th January 2026, 09:30 - 11:00 am.  This 

should be an informative session with a member 

of their team who will be able to sign post you to 

support and advice provided by their service. 

Please come along; it will be a most enjoyable 

morning.  Refreshments will also be available. If 

you could notify us if you are 

able to attend either via 

email or the home school 

book, this would be most 

helpful.  

We are very excited to be 
giving the children the 
opportunity to take part in 
our cultural diversity week 
to learn about each other 

and for the children to share all about themselves 
and their homes with their classes. This will take 
place 3rd – 6th February 2026. We will be learning 
about different countries related to the children 
and their families in each class. Some activities 
may include, wearing clothing, cooking or eating 
food, having a celebration, doing a traditional 
dance and looking at pictures from a particular 
country. If you have any recipes, foods, 
traditional clothing or photographs you would be 
willing to send in and share with the class, these 
would be greatly appreciated. We would like to 
encourage visitors during the week, so if you 
would be willing to come in and 
talk or show something from your 
culture with your child’s class, 
please let your child's class teacher 
know or email admin.   Our African 
Drumming experience will return 
at the school for all the children to 
enjoy!  

0-25 Team Coffee Morning 

Cultural Diversity Week 

Letter from the New Chair of Governors 

Hello everyone.  
 

My name is Steve Simms and I am delighted to 

introduce myself as the new Chair of the Board 

of Trustees for Woolgrove School. It is a privilege 

to take on this role and I am looking forward to 

working closely with our school community in the 

months and years ahead. 
 

I worked in a local Secondary School as a teacher 

of Modern Languages for over 30 years. My son 

spent 3 happy years at Woolgrove and it was 

after seeing first-hand what a wonderful school 

Woolgrove was that I decided to apply to join the 

Board of Trustees. 
 

The Board of Trustees plays an important part 

in the life of the school. Our role is not to run the 

school day-to-day — that is the responsibility of 

the headteacher and staff — but to provide 

strategic leadership, oversight, and support. In 

practice, this means we: 

• Help set the school’s long-term vision, 

values, and priorities 

• Oversee the school’s financial planning to 

ensure funds are used wisely 

• Ensure the school meets its statutory 

duties and provides a safe, inclusive 

environment 

• Represent the interests of pupils, parents, 

staff, and the wider community 

I am very much looking forward to meeting 

many of you at school events and hearing your 

thoughts and experiences. Strong partnerships 

between families, staff, and governors can make 

such a huge difference to the continued success of 

our school.  
 

Warm regards, 
 

Steve Simms  

 



 

Woolgrove School – Newsletter No. 8                             January 2026 
 

 

 

  DSL Safeguarding Lead: Richard Pritchard 
  dsl@woolgrove.herts.sch.uk                                                                                                                                                                    

Our School aims to maximise attendance rates in 
order to ensure that all pupils are able to take 
fullest advantage of the learning experiences 
available to them. 

If time off is needed 

due to exceptional 

circumstances, an 

Absence Request 

Form must be filled 

out in advance and sent to the school office for 

my attention.  Please ensure that you check the 

term dates before booking any holidays. 

In addition, to eliminate safeguarding risks, if we 
have children absent from school with no contact 
from home by 9.30am we will be making calls to 
Parents/Carers and anyone else listed as a 
contact for your child.  If we are still unable to 
ascertain where your child is, we will take further 
action to ensure they are safe. 

If you change any of your contact 
details, including email, telephone 
number, address or emergency 
contacts please let the office know 
as soon as possible. 

I want to remind Parents/Carers that if your child 
is absent from school for medical reasons or for 
an appointment, we must see a letter or 
correspondence from the Medical or Professional 
Team. 

Please send evidence 

through to the office via 

email or in person.  

If your child has an 

appointment during the 

school day, please do 

send them in to school 

either side of the appointment where possible to 

minimise the impact on their learning. 

For our Attendance Policy, click here. 

Please be 
reminded that we 
have an Inset Day 
on Monday 2nd 
February.  School 
will be closed to 
pupils on this day 
and reopen 
Tuesday 3rd February 

 

We still have 

spaces on our 

upcoming training 

courses which are 

free to Woolgrove 

Parents/Carers. 

The course usually costs £150 to attend, but is 

free for Parents and Carers at Woolgrove.  

Please contact the office to book. 

Key Stage 2 (Years 3, 4, 5 and 6) children may 

bring a piece of fruit or vegetable into school, 

alternatively we can provide this for your child at 

a cost of £1.50 per week, paid 

via Parentmail.  If you would like 

your child to be offered Milk in 

the morning at a cost of £1.50 

per week, please order through 

Parentmail. 

 
Lisa Hall, 

Headteacher 

Holidays & Attendance 

➢ Sign Along 6 Week Course:                        

From Monday 2nd February, 4 – 5.30pm 

➢ Sign Along 6 Week Course:                        

From Wednesday 4th February, 1 – 2.30pm  

 

Inset Day 

Woolgrove Courses 

Snack & Milk 

https://woolgrove.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/Woolgrove-attendance-policy-Feb-2023.pdf
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  £10,000 

Thank you!  
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