Here we are already at the end of
term. Don’t forget that school
finishes today at 1.15pm. In
addition, | would like to remind
you that there is no Inset Day at
the beginning of next term, so all Pupils and Staff
are returning to school on Monday 5% January.
There is an Inset Day on Monday 2" February, so
please expect reminders about that. Here is our
latest, very festive edition of all things
Woolgrove!

Christmas Bazaar
# Our all-new Christmas Bazaar
i%‘& took place on Monday. It was
i Z"S‘ lots of fun and we raised £465
r for the school. This will be
E s divided between the 12 classes
and the children get to choose
how they would like to spend their funds. This is
a great learning opportunity for them and an
extra treat for the whole class. Thank you for
your support.

St Paul’s School’s Celebration Service

The Woolgrove Choir

CHR performed last Sunday at the
INBSIZUIEYE service in Letchworth. They
&S Pa ) Wwere word perfect, knew all
7 S MM the signs and sounded

wonderful. | was so proud of the children who
gave such a wonderful performance, it really was
very special. Well done! Thanks also to Liz
Sterling our Music Teacher.

DSL Safeguarding Lead: Richard Pritchard

dsl@woolgrove.herts.sch.uk

Woolgrove School — Newsletter No. 7
19 December 2025

Christmas Jumper Day

We had a wonderful day on
Wednesday with our Christmas
lunch in our Christmas Jumpers
—we’re all feeling very festive!
The food was delicious! A big
thank you to our lovely Kitchen
staff for our feast.

Christmas Hampers

Our popular hamper draw took place

;,ﬂends of

{'1)’ .. this morning and the lucky winners
Mw_{j have been contacted to collect their
ool hounty!

Thank you all for
your contributions, we
raised a huge £754 for

the Friends.

Winter Performances & EYFS Nativity

We hope you enjoyed the

~ performances over the past
two weeks. The children have
worked so
hard,
learning the
words, signs
and even
just making
it as far as the school hall. We
are all so proud of them.

School Disco

Mr P’s legendary end of term disco took place
this morning. The children enjoyed burning off
some of that festive energy and a thoroughly
good time was had by all.
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Artwork Christmas Card Shop

The Christmas Artwork Shop ﬁlass )
raised an amazing £181.53 for undirialijeilnig]
the school. Thank you to all of you for making
your purchases, we hope you enjoy the children’s
creativity.

Fundraising

eciendso, | @am thrilled to announce that we
‘: 2 .. have smashed our target for our new
LwAj softplay area. Thank

Woolgro®  you to the Friends W E
. . . . b | \\(?“
for all their work in achieving . > :: 4
L3 / -
. - [ R Y
this, and to all of you for na N

supporting all of our events and
activities. Please check out our Woolgrove
Thermometer on Page 6!

Snack and Milk

All Key Stage 1 (Years R, 1 and 2) children are
offered a piece of fruit for snack. Key Stage 2
(Years 3, 4, 5 and 6) children may bring a piece of
fruit or vegetable into school, alternatively we
can provide this for your child at a cost of £1.50
per week, paid via Parentmail. If you would like
your child to be offered Milk in
the morning at a cost of £1.50
per week, please order
through Parentmail.

Staffing Update

We say a very fond
farewell this week to lzzy,
TA in Blue Class. We wish
her all the very best for
her new venture. In the
new year, we are thrilled to have Yetunde and
Maxine join us. Dan Wells also joins Liz as an
additional Pastoral Support Worker. | am sure
you will all have an opportunity to meet Dan in
the near future. | hope you will join me in
extending a warm Woolgrove welcome!

DSL Safeguarding Lead: Richard Pritchard
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Support over the festive break

Sadly for many the festive break will bring extra
pressure. For those in your community who may
need extra support with food and essentials,
Letchworth Foodbank are open as usual on:

o Tuesday 23rd December
e Tuesday 30th December
e Friday 2nd January

Full details on how to access our support over the
holidays is available here.

Keeping safe during the holidays

Holidays can sometimes be a
difficult time for families. Please see
below for some useful contacts if you need
support during the break.

Children’s services: 0300 123 4043
Police non-emergency: 101
Police emergency: 999

Our phones are not manned, but the school
admin email is always monitored during the
school holidays. If you require advice or support
from us, please contact:
admin@woolgrove.herts.sch.uk

If you have a safeguarding query or concern, please
contact: dsl@woolgrove.herts.sch.uk

On behalf of all the staff, I'd like to say a big thank
you for your kind words and generous gifts. They
are much appreciated.

From our family to yours, we wish you all the joy
and excitement that this time of year brings. We
look forward to seeing you all again on Monday
5t January.

REBA Lisa Hall,
\ O
W Z— Headteacher

dsl@woolgrove.herts.sch.uk


https://letchworth.foodbank.org.uk/2025/12/17/christmas-opening-hours/
mailto:dsl@woolgrove.herts.sch.uk
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W2
2023 - 2026 TERM and
INSET Dates

INSET Wednesday 3rd September
Phased Pupils start Thursday 4" September
Phased Pupils start Friday 5™ September
All Pupils start Monday 8% September
H.I -
AUTUMN Half Term Mjunda'yr 27 October
Friday 31* October 2025
INSET Monday 3™ November
OCCASIONAL DAY (no pupils) | Friday 28" November
Term ends Friday 19 December
Pupils start Monday 5% January 2026
INSET DAY Monday 2™ February
Monday 16% Feb -
SPRING Half Term onday = sbruary
Friday 20* February 2026
Term ends Friday 27 March
INSET day Monday 13% April
Pupils start Tuesday 14* April
Monday 25 May —
Half T
SUMMER | = °™" Friday 29% May 2026
Pupils back Monday 1% June
Term ends Wednesday 22™ July
INSET Thursday 23™ July 2026

DSL Safeguarding Lead: Richard Pritchard

dsl@woolgrove.herts.sch.uk




Woolgrove School — Newsletter No. 7

r ))
W

2026 -
TERM and INSET Dates

2021

INSET Tuesday 1* September
INSET Wednesday 2™ September
Phased Pupils start Thursday 3™ September
Phased Pupils start Friday 4" September
AUTUM N All Pupils start Monday 7" September

Half Term Monday 26 to Friday 30'" October
Pupils start Monday 2™ Movember
OCCASIONAL DAY {no pupils) | Friday 27" November
Term ends Friday 18" December {Pupils finish at 1.15pm)
Pupils start Monday 4™ January
Half Term Monday 15" to Friday 19*" February

SPRING | InseT Day Monday 22" February
Pupils start Tuesday 23™ February
Term ends Thursday 25 March {Pupils finish at 1.15pm})
Pupils start Monday 12 April
Pupils finish Thursday 28" May
INSET DAY Friday 28" May

SUMMER [ Half Term Monday 31 May to Friday 4 June

Pupils start Monday 7% June
Term ends Wednesday 21 July [Pupils finish at 1.15pm)
INSET Thursday 22™ July

December 2025

DSL Safeguarding Lead: Richard Pritchard

dsl@woolgrove.herts.sch.uk
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Our Target

Soft Play Refurbishment

Bag to School
Richard Barr Donation

=) £10,000

Bag to School
Christmas Cards

MBDA Donation

Thank you!

DSL Safeguarding Lead: Richard Pritchard

dsl@woolgrove.herts.sch.uk
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Parent & Carer Support |

Spring Term 2026

December 2025

Supportin
Link%

Promoting Strong Famlly Relationships

FREE to parents and carers living in Hertfordshire

TALKING TEENS

6, weekly sessions for parents and carers of
children aged (FE], covering:

« The Teen Brain: physical and emotional
changes taking place and why
behaviour changes.

« The link between behaviour and
communicating difficult feelings.

. How to maintain your relationship with
good communication.

« Understand risk taking behaviour
around drugs, alcohol and gang culture.

. How to negotiate and reduce conflict.

MM

Mondays 7.45 - 9.15pm
5th Jan to 9" Feb
Online Course: ID 804

Wednesdays 7.45 - 9.15pm
4" Feb to 18" Mar

F2F Course: ID 802

St Albans, AL1 2LE

Thursdays 7.45 - 9.15pm
5" Feb to 19'" Mar
Online Course: ID 803

TALKING ANGER in TEENS

6, weekly sessions for parents and carers of
children aged supporting you to:

. Understand why children & adults get angry.

+ Develop strategies to handle anger in
yourself and others within your family.

. Recognise the early signs of anger.

» Reduce conflict and arguments.

. Encourage positive behaviour.

818

Tuesdays 7.45 - 9.30pm
6t" Jan to 10" Feb
Online Course: ID 805

TALKING ADDITIONAL NEEDS

A 6-week group for parents and carers of
children 72 [}, with any additional need.
Your child does not need a diagnosis.

- Understand your child’s behaviour.
-Develop strategies that really work.

- Reduce conflict.

-Improve emotional regulation.

- Explore sensory needs.

-Increase your child’s resilience.
-Manage different needs in your family.

Page 1 of 2

DSL Safeguarding Lead: Richard Pritchard

Tuesdays 8.00 - 9.30pm

6" Jan to 10" Feb
Online Course ID 797

Tuesdays 9.45 - 11.15am

34 Feb to 17" Mar
Online Course 1D 796

dsl@woolgrove.herts.sch.uk
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TALKING FAMILIES

6, weekly sessions for parents and carers
of children aged [[XF] sharing tips on:

- Managing challenging behaviour with  Thursdays 8.00 - 9.30pm

consistency. 8t Jan to 12" Feb
» Encouraging positive behaviour. Online Course ID 799
« Building your child's self-esteem. Thursdays 9.45 - 11.15am
- Setting and maintaining boundaries. 5t Feb to 19" Mar
« Responding to tantrums and difficult Online Course ID 798
feelings in children. Thursdays 8.00 - 9.30pm
» Developing a strong parent/child 5th Feb to 19t Mar
relationship now and for the future. Online Course 1D 800

. Understand why young people and
- Recognise the early signs of anxiety. 4w gop to 18™ Mar
6, weekly sessions for dads & male carers

TALKING ANXIETY in FAMILIES
6, weekly sessions for parents and carers ‘ i
adults get anxious. ‘?‘
. Develop strategies to handle anxiety in
« Reduce stress and tension. Online Course ID 801
- Encourage resilient behaviour.
of children [[XE}, sharing information on:
- Improved listening and

of children EffFJ, supporting you to:

yourself and others within your family. Wednesdavs 9.45 - 11.30am
TALKING DADS

communication skills.

« A healthy dad-child relationship Wednesdays 7.45 - 9.15pm
now and for the future. 7th Jan to 11th Feb

. Effective strategies for dealing with Online Course: ID 806
anger and conflict. Mondays 7.45 - 9.15pm

- How to enforce boundaries. 2nd Feb to 16t Mar

« Being the dad, you want to be. Online Course: ID 807

Booking essential. Please Quote the Course ID
To check eligibility and book a place, please contact Supporting Links on:

07512 709556 or bookings@supportinglinks.co.uk

These courses are provided free to parents by Hertfordshire County Council’'s Targeted Parenting Fund
Information taken on booking will be used to process your booking, check your eligibility, identify any access needs and will
be stored in accordance with our GDPR policy which is available on request

Funded bry

Find us on Find s o o o
@ Tnstaguam l] fac:l::uk \C nt Couty Come | PRTRHNS Page 2 of 2

DSL Safeguarding Lead: Richard Pritchard

dsl@woolgrove.herts.sch.uk



December 2025

— Newsletter No. 7

Woolgrove School

""""”’
.

Ferseay

tl-ner cHriftmdS
deley

Meet Father Christmas |

Father Christmas in his outside grotto
(includes a quality toy)
Meet the Elves {
Write a letter to Father Christmas
Write a wish for the Wish Tree

Bagupreindeerfood&caﬂottomlaehanetokudolph

et f£d
cHurcH farm ard

Selected dates in December

Festive Farm Entry includes
Christmas Activity Pack * Festive Woodland
Walk the farm & see the farm animals

Additional Activities
Santa Paws — bring your beloved pooches to meet
Father Christmas include treat & toy

Harvest your Own Christmas Tree
Festive Tractor & Trailer Ride

Feed the farm animals

gMe online www.churchfarmardeley.co uk

&

CHURCH FARM, ARDELEY ~

A Free Range Experience

7/n'5 (% an ouﬁ(oot cven.(_ 50 f(cnf/; o{
/ic;/p acl. W}a,: p wa jm X weal wd%’ts./

DSL Safeguarding Lead: Richard Pritchard
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3 % Families =
‘ First e W

Early help, brighter futures

Families First is available to all Hertfordshire families with children under 18
(25 if they have a learning need or disability).

Visit the Families First website for more information on:
il Relationship support

W Parenting advice and childcare

i Money advice

% Emotional and mental health

¥ Domestic abuse support
i Staying healthy

i Online safety

% SEND Local Offer

i Search local services

Hertfordshire

DSL Safeguarding Lead: Richard Pritchard

dsl@woolgrove.herts.sch.uk
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Beezee

éy maximus

Y;)u dont need a new year to start new habits
N Start small, start now! _

Sign up to one of our free healthy lifestyle services today to
kickstart your health goals for 2026 and beyond.

e A K = =)
Beezee (JIIME | | Beezee NINLD

Free, fun, family-focused - 13-17 year olds can talk
support about topics that matter to Free support for families
Learn about healthy eating them with children aged 0-5 yea
Get moving more - Learn about physical, Explore parenting anc
Connect with other families mental and social wellbeing wealthy Lifestyle tips
One-to-one support also - Get free health resources Chance to make new fi
available! - Join a safe space. Free toolkit provided

\ 7. N J

Start making
healthy habits TODAY

@) hrt.maximusuk..co.uk

@ BZBinfo@maximusuk.co.uk

Click me to d

find out more Hertfordshire

(%S) 01707 248 648

DSL Safeguarding Lead: Richard Pritchard

dsl@woolgrove.herts.sch.uk
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DSPL2 Family Newsletter — Edition 7

We hope you are finding our DSPL2 Family Newsletter helpful. If you have any feedback please do get in
touch at: DSPL2@peartreespring.herts.sch.uk-

DSPL2 WT;R

Family drop
N surgery

DSPL2 Family Newsletter December 2025

DSL Safeguarding Lead: Richard Pritchard

dsl@woolgrove.herts.sch.uk
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UNDERSTANDING MY
AUTISM AND ADHD

A 6-week programme tailored to help
learn more about

neurodiversity and their own experiences

Through Interactive sessions

young people can discuss their strengths, challenges,
and strategies for navigating daily Me. By the end of the
programme, it is hoped that the young people will
leave with a stronger sense of empowerment in
embracing their neurodiversity.

The activities and discussions aim to enhance self-
awareness, boost self-esteem, and improve confidence

Courses are tallored to different age groups and

we run sessions for school years 3-6, 7-9 and
10-11 throughout the year

(smce)

Autam | ADHD
Nesodnense Condibiors

For more details on other course or workshops SPACE offer visit https://spaceherts.org.uk/

DSPL2 Family Newsletter December 2025

DSL Safeguarding Lead: Richard Pritchard

dsl@woolgrove.herts.sch.uk
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Families In Focus cic

Families in Focus award winning online,
interactive courses are free for parents living
in Hertfordshire

Handling anger in your family
an_online course for parents
of primary aged children with
no SEN needs
Increase understanding of why children react
with anger and learn tried and tested
techniques to support children to de-
escalate and change reactions to trigger
situations to bring harmony and calm for the
whole family.

Monday evenings from 7pm to 8.30pm
January 5" 12" 19" 26" & February 2™ 9"

Email Francine & Lesley:
bookings@familiesinfocus.co.uk

Pt oy
| el
Courey Corcy

x & ¥ %

Familles In Focus cic

A complete guide to parenting children
with Autism & ADHD

(inclusive of those on assessment pathways)
Our free evidence-based, online, interactive courses
for Hertfordshire parents of children aged 2to 11
years will:

Increase understanding of Autism, ADHD, Sensory
needs and children's behaviours.

Also included, how to understand and support
siblings, understanding EHCP’s, and up to date
information on local service's and how to access
them.

We provide tried and tested strategies to increase
understanding for a calmer and happler family life.
Wednesdays
9.30am to 11.30am or 6.30pm to 8.30pm
January 7" 14" 21* 28" &
February 4™ 11" 25" &

March 4™ 11"

Email Francine & Lesley:
bookings@familiesinfocus.co.uk

Pt 1
re———r.
[

For further details on what other courses Families’ in Focus offer visit httos://wvwaw familiesinfocus.co.uk/

DSL Safeguarding Lead: Richard Pritchard

dsl@woolgrove.herts.sch.uk
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Neurodiversity Support Hub

For Parents, Carers and Professionals in Hertfordshire

We can offer support, signposting and guidance
about a whole range of things including but not
limited to:
- Understanding ADHD/Autism
- Distressed Behaviours
- Anxiety
- School

The phones are answered by our team of parents
and carers of neurodivergent children and

young people

Myni

01727 833963 ()

e supporthub@add-vance.org

SOl Term Time Opening Hours

nd / 9AM - 1PM - Monday, Wednesday & Friday
5 9AM - 3PM - Tuesday & Thursday

7PM - 9PM - Wednesday (By Appt)

9AM - 1PM - During School Holidays

Here to support, reach out for a listening ear @

6’} g’:‘s’,._... e'\ADD-vanco '-'M___ e m

e e e h—"-nl-n ——

DSPL2 Family Newsletter December 2025

DSL Safeguarding Lead: Richard Pritchard
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Delivering Special
| Provision Locally

o

Here for you
this Christmas

For most people, Christrnas and arguments and being forced to
the New Year is a tume of joy spend time with people we may
and great fun. We get 1o have not choose to be with, can all
awell-earned break from work, transiate into an increased risk
spend tme with our family and of domestic abuse

loved ones, overinduige in food

and drink, exchange gifts and

create jong-iasting memories

Sounds perfect doesnt it?

Unfortunately, thisisnotthe 3}
case for e e For many,

the holiday period can be an
incredibly anxious time - and
sadly, this can lead people to
really fear it Increased stress
and financial pressures, excess
alcohol, 100 many partes, family

i
L
[ Dl

Herts Call 08 088 088 088
Domestic Monday o Friday: Sam-9pm
Abus.e Weekends: Sam-4pm
HElphne Contisential emall Kim®@mallpurple org

08 088 088 088

L]

- \!’ »

hertsdomesticabusehelpline.or L Rt
I ! s

B i

DSL Safeguarding Lead: Richard Pritchard

dsl@woolgrove.herts.sch.uk
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POT NTlAL For Neurodivergent Children, Young People

KIDS Their Siblings and Parents/Carers %

JANUARY 2026 ACTIVITIES ]

e el gy iy

Date _ Sessions Tlme wcnuz
: : - P 430- § . :
Gth : T E ‘ : The Zone@The Galleria :
] PoTue Eunnect Prlmarj-,r age i ogo0 i

FEREN RN A ERE R RS PR R N NS FR RS B R RS R
"

f';{; NS T S eyt Ry
ja mh Home Ed Age 4+ i 12.00

--r--| EEE R A R R R R R R R R R R R R PR R B R R PR R PR R AR S E R R RS R R
u "

10.30-

12.00

“1230- } The Zone@The Galleria |

i _ :
i The Zone @ The Gallena ;

Elth..l'ﬁth

33..5 30t} ! The Zone@The Galleria |

Fri Earl;-.r Years Stay & Play

F Ellh .'l.ﬁl:h : i s S .
_E:h'n:! 3=uth_ Fri Parent ,h:arer Wellhemg

-
=
-1+r=+-1 FEFEAFREE

i 200 l
: : : Y . . :
:10th,31st: Sat i Family anthall H 5%‘;‘ : Birchwood Leisure Centre

: i Dul ngenns & I:Iragn ns : 1230- ; :
: 12th : Mon : ] ' : The Zone@The Galleria :
- (Full) 330 -

Potee | oTue HnllerSkatlng i TBC I  Roller City WGC

rRkEERERARETERRARARARA RS ErERRERRTERRGRARARETFEA AR ARE R RARARESRARE TG RA R AR ETRARERRA RAER
1

EEEE

"
L]
"

i 530-
:  6.30

= n v " n
[ELEIEILE IR LE TR IR IR IR IR IR IR IR IR E TR R E L LR R LI R I Rl E IRl IR E )]
" & =

6t | fi 1 YouthGroup16Plus i 370 I TheHub@The Galleria

" " n v " m
=-| ER-ER-ER-ER-ER-ER =-I+!-I LELL I'= JEIEIEIRIEIEIRIRIEIEIRIEIRIEI IR TR ]] I-I-I-F-I ER-ERERFEFER =l+!-| ERFEFEFER R R A F R F AR AR I':

: i i i 500 i
: 22nd : Thur : Eunnect Ee:undar}.r Age :

15th ' Thiur ‘ Trampulmlng Age 5+ Gosling Sports Centra

Em The Zone@The Galleria :

=
EREESEREESERER BB BEEE FEREREES R RS S RS EA E R RS EA F AR

P 2ath | Sat Easkethal,lmrch&ry ‘;2-?1  Birchwood Leisure Centre |

=
R R R R R e e R R

: 28th EThurE Trampnhnmgﬁge 5+ E EE;; : Gosling Sports Centre

" =
B e e e R R R R R e R R e
n v

13:; . Fionear Club 5t Albans

u
T FEAEREES R NSNS A B EA B AR B R AR B R

*Pntentlal Tracks Train l:luh* 12.00- |
: 31st § Sat : :
: : 10+ i 200

*
FE RN RN EE RN EE PR E ER VRN R RS N NN EE EENEE B R R

i TBC | Fri Sl-;atel:mardmgngeg

The Hub@The Galleria

To book visit : potentialkids.org.uk/events g
For futher information email: info@potentialkids.org

the gallerla  dfz=  Owam. B BiE

DSL Safeguarding Lead: Richard Pritchard
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