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1. LITERACY INTENT 
In Literacy we aim to develop pupils’ abilities within an integrated programme of 
Speaking, Listening, Communication, Reading and Writing.  Pupils will be given 
opportunities to be taught literacy skills through dedicated lessons and through cross-
curricular links. A broad and balanced approach to the teaching of literacy across the 
curriculum has been devised and planning provides opportunities to consolidate and 
reinforce taught literacy skills. These skills are of paramount importance to the pupils 
at Woolgrove school and all staff play an important role in nurturing the development of 
these basic skills. 
 
The intent of the Literacy policy is to ensure that:  

 All pupils experience broad, balanced and relevant activities in Literacy, which 
are appropriate to their age and developmental stage.  

 All pupils experience enjoyable and engaging lessons which reflect their needs, 
interests and abilities.  

 All pupils experience a rich and stimulating language environment 
 All children are able to independently use their literacy skills to communicate 

with others inside and outside of school 
 All children regardless of their ability and pathway are able to make progress   

proportionate to their potential.  
 
2. STATUTORY REQUIREMENTS  
Statutory requirements for the teaching and learning of Literacy are laid out in the 
National Curriculum in England Document (2014) and Statutory Framework for the Early 
Years Foundation Stage Document (2014).  Woolgrove’s Literacy curriculum is devised 
from the Classroom Monitor programme which is based on the National Curriculum and P 
level statements. The Literacy curriculum is personalised for every child with individual 
targets and next steps being identified for all pupils.  
 
The Governing Body 
Governors are kept informed about the teaching and learning of Literacy at Woolgrove 
School through regular updates. 
 
3. IMPLEMENTATION & SUBJECT ORGANISATION 
There are five different pathways the children can follow according to their age, 
ability, learning style and individual needs. Each pathway follows a modified and 
personalised curriculum.  

In the Early Years Foundation Stage children should be given opportunities to:  

 Explore methods of communication including sign language, speech, PEC’s and 
communication books/boards and apply these through every part of the 
personalised curriculum they are following.  

 Explore a range of different genres, with teaching and learning being centred 
around ‘Big Books’.  



 Learn to read and write in a variety of forms such as writing names, labels, lists 
and captions, and some pupils may progress to writing sentences.   

 Become immersed in an environment rich in print and possibilities for 
communication.  

The focus of learning in Pre-Formal classes is that the curriculum is delivered through 
play. As the children are at the exploratory stage of learning, play is a fundamental way 
in which the children learn and develop key skills. Children will be provided with a 
literacy rich environment that focuses on high quality texts, introduced to children via 
the use of sensory stories, songs and rhymes. A big book is introduced each term as 
repetition is key to the children’s development. The focus of one book for the whole of 
the half term means that children have an immersive experience with a familiar text. 
Children’s individual interests will also be followed to encourage engagement with 
literacy texts and to develop speaking and listening opportunities.  For pupils developing 
early reading skills they may need to be supported using meaningful photos, symbols and 
words. Alongside the play based approach to learning, are a variety of sessions where 
pupils come together to learn key skills and knowledge, this includes phonics, 
communication and mark making sessions.  

Semi-Formal classes build on a range of genres and forms of print, the focus is still 
provided by a ‘Big Book’, which changes on a 2-3 week cycle. Children will have 
opportunities to explore their Big Books in depth using teacher led strategies such as 
helicopter stories, role play and cross curricular links as well as being allowed the time 
to consolidate their learning through child initiated activities.  Writing content includes; 
names, labels, captions, lists, invitations, simple poems such as acrostics, and descriptive 
and recount writing. Some pupils write in sentences and may begin to join sentences 
together with the support of an Integrated Visual Coding system and are developing 
some understanding of the use of full-stops and capital letters 

The Formal curriculum is planned each half term or term and is based on the children’s 
interests, which could be taken from a book, author or area of interest. The curriculum 
incorporates some active, sensory and cross curricular learning experiences as well as 
table top learning experiences. Opportunities for consolidation and repetition are built 
into activities to maximise learning opportunities and for children to embed skills and 
make progress. The curriculum is taught through whole class and small group teaching. 
For some activities the carousel style of teaching may still be used. The Formal 
Curriculum focuses on children being independent learners. Many of the strategies used 
for the Pre-Formal and Semi-Formal curricula will continue to be used and adapted to 
meet the needs of our formal Learners. 
 
Formal classes use an extended range of genres including poetry, non-fiction and 
different types of stories such as traditional tales, familiar stories and adventure 
stories. Pupils write more confidently using a variety of different forms such as; non-
fiction writing, stories and poems. Pupil’s writing is developed to include extended 
sentences and paragraphs.  



 
The Literacy policy is subdivided into three key areas: Speaking, Listening and 
Communication; Reading and Writing.  

 
 Literacy planning is carried out in three phases (long term, medium term and short 

term). 
 Our medium term plans (Appendix A) define what we teach and ensure an 

appropriate balance and distribution of work across each term. These plans are 
monitored and reviewed by the Literacy Subject Leader. 

 Class teachers complete a weekly (short term) plan for the teaching of Literacy. 
(Appendix B). All assessment is completed using Classroom Monitor, which allows 
teachers to use this to inform their planning. This lists the specific learning 
objectives, derived from Classroom Monitor and gives details of how the lessons are 
to be taught. It also includes details of how learning is appropriately differentiated 
to meet the needs of the children.   

 
4. SPEAKING, LISTENING AND COMMUNICATION 
Speaking, Listening and Communication permeates the whole curriculum and underpins 
the development of reading and writing. Interactive teaching approaches and a variety 
of communication strategies are used to engage all pupils in order to raise standards.   
Promoting effective communication is fundamental in our aim of developing a curriculum 
of total communication at Woolgrove. Providing our children with a total communication 
enabling environment allows them to communicate using a variety of methods including 
signing, symbols and objects. The ability to communicate whether verbally or using an 
augmented system is integral to experiences and participation and underpins the ability 
to access all other subjects including reading and writing. It is essential that children 
are able to communicate their needs to staff and peers to develop the social skills and 
enable their fundamental needs and wishes to be met.  
 
The aims of total communication are: 

 To encourage all children to develop in their speech and language aims 
commensurate with every child’s capabilities. 

 To provide opportunities for children to follow instructions in different 
situations, with or without non-verbal cues. 

 To ensure that children are listened to and are supported to make sense of what 
they hear. 

 To encourage children to develop in confidence to share their ideas and 
communicate their needs using their chosen method. 
 

Speaking and listening activities are planned to allow children to work on their 
expressive and receptive skills in a variety of contexts. Children are supported and 
assessed using their communication targets identified on their education and health 
care plan. This could include planning discrete speaking and listening target work, 
focussed lessons, group discussions and/or drama.  



The school is supported by a team of speech therapists that offer specialist advice and 
training to aid the development of speaking and listening throughout the school. For 
more information please see the Communication policy. 
 
Group Discussion 
Pupils are supported to understand what ‘good listening’ is and how to respond during 
discussions, including practising turn taking. Group discussions are used to develop 
positive interactions with peers and aid the development of social understanding by 
allowing children to express their likes and dislikes.  
 

Drama 
Pupils are encouraged to use a range of dramatic forms to express their thoughts, 
feelings and social understanding both verbally and non-verbally. Pupils should be 
encouraged to appreciate drama both as participants and observers so that they 
communicate their ideas through a range of means. A few children may need to be 
supported in understanding the symbolism used in drama.  
 
5. READING 
Reading is taught both discretely and as an integral part of the curriculum. Children are 
encouraged to recognise print (including symbols) in their environment and to know that 
‘print’ conveys meaning.  Pupils will gain and develop these skills using a multi-sensory 
approach to reading incorporating a range of activities such as word games, matching 
games and visual discrimination activities. Sensory stories and story massage is used to 
develop children’s engagement and enjoyment of reading, as well as using IWB, ipads, 
singing and signing to develop understanding. Children have the opportunity to 
participate in shared reading as well as individual reading and where appropriate, some 
children will take part in group reading sessions. Teachers model and use a variety of 
texts including: nursery rhymes, poems, stories and non-fiction.  ‘Buddy’ classes provide 
the opportunity for pupils from another class to come together to share books from 
their classrooms or library, to enable children to foster the love of reading.   
 
Reading Schemes 
Books are organised according to National Book Banding Reading Levels (Appendix C) 
and children are appropriately placed within these levels. Woolgrove have sub-divided 
pink and red level reading books into three further levels within their band (pink 1, 2 
and * and red 1, 2 *) in order to provide a closer match to individual reading levels. Pink 
and red reading books are also divided into two key aspects of reading; ‘phonic books’ 
and ‘sight word building’ books. In order to develop independence, some children are 
encouraged to choose from an appropriate selection of books within their level, others 
will have the support of an adult to choose an appropriate book.  
 
Phonics 
In line with the Rose Review, we have adopted a whole school approach for the teaching 
of phonics. Teachers assess their classes using the ‘Letters and Sounds’ phonics 



assessment tasks and use this to pitch the lessons at the appropriate phases. This also 
allows for a more personalised approach to the teaching of phonics, in line with each 
child’s ability. There are regular opportunities for both discrete and explicit timetabled 
phonics lessons, which follow the recommended structure set out in the ‘Letters and 
Sounds’ document.  Woolgrove have made some small adaptations to the sequence of 
Letters and Sounds so that it corresponds to the appropriate bands from Classroom 
Monitor. 

In addition to phonics, children are also encouraged to recognise words by sight. This 
may be done through the use of flashcards, reading books, matching games and labels 
around the school.  

Sight Words 
Woolgrove have produced their own programme to support the development of word 
recognition. Pupils begin with ‘picture’ matching activities, followed by ‘picture/word’ 
matching and ‘letter’ matching and finally progressing to ‘pink words’. ‘Pink words’ are a 
series of high frequency words that children work through in order to help commit key 
words to memory. These words are developed to be used both in school and at home, 
with sight word activities being used alongside reading.  
 
Reading Assessment and Monitoring 
Woolgrove have produced their own reading target assessment programme that is 
closely linked to Classroom Monitor. Teachers are responsible for recording and 
assessing the individual reading of each child.  Individual ‘Reading Target Records’ 
(Appendix D) are monitored and updated during reading sessions which are displayed in 
the front of pupils’ reading record books and/or kept in reading folders.  Subject 
leaders are responsible for monitoring reading records kept by individual teachers, as 
well as analysing data across the school and delivering staff training. 
 
Links with Home 
Children have a reading scheme book to take home daily. Parents are encouraged to 
comment on how their child reads at home using the reading record.  
 
6. WRITING 
It is important for pupils to develop as independent and enthusiastic writers, who are 
able to write in a meaningful way; a multi-sensory approach is used to achieve this. 
Pupils should regard themselves as writers and value their own work and that of others. 
Opportunities for writing are presented across the curriculum and children are 
regularly involved in shared writing as well as being given the chance to write by 
themselves. Children benefit from meaningful experiences to write about as well as 
being immersed into a subject before being expected to write about it. Speaking and 
Listening are vital in preparing children for the experience of writing. Children are 
encouraged to think carefully about the structure of their sentences and a variety of 
strategies are in place, for example using the Integrated Visual Coding system also 
known as STEMs.  



 
Our aims for teaching and learning within writing are to enable children to: 
 
 Explore a variety of writing activities. 
 Use writing as a means to communicate ideas and information to a reader. 
 Write in a grammatically accurate way. 
 Develop an increasingly wide vocabulary suited to the purpose and genre. 
 Understand and use the conventions of written language. 
 Use teacher modelling as a means to understand the writing process. 
 Collaborate with others during the writing process. 
 Draft and redraft, making changes where appropriate. 
 Use ICT as a tool for writing (e.g. Clicker, Writing with Symbols or Word) 
 Use spelling and punctuation accurately and with confidence.  

 
Shared Writing 
Teachers will model the writing process on a weekly basis with the children and 
encourage their involvement. This can involve sharing ideas, planning, drafting and 
editing work. Children also have opportunities to work collaboratively with their peers 
and to reinforce this learning in the writing provided by the teacher as part of the 
continuous learning environment.  

Emergent Writing 
Children are encouraged to develop both their gross and fine motor skills to prepare 
them for the experience of writing. All Pre-Formal and Semi-Formal classes will support 
the development of emergent writing by following the progression in the school mark 
making programme, alongside activities to support the development of fine motor skills 
such as tummy writing and fizzy hands to equip children with the skills they need to 
mark make. When at the emergent stage of writing, children are encouraged to mark 
make as a way of representing their ideas and are then encouraged to read this back, 
demonstrating an understanding that text carries meaning. In conjunction with regular 
phonics activities they can then progress to the use of symbols and recognisable letters 
in their mark making. Other skills that will be developed include writing from left to 
right and grouping symbols or letters in order to represent a word.  

Mark Making & Handwriting 
Woolgrove use a multi-sensory approach to mark making and letter formation. Pupils are 
provided with regular opportunities to rehearse handwriting skills through a variety of 
activities such as drawing marks and letters in shaving foam, using chalks outside to 
using iPads.  Woolgrove use the ‘Progression in Mark Making’ programme (Appendix E) to 
enable our children to progress through a series of mark making stages. Once pupils are 
able to make the full range of marks, they are then ready to progress to letter 
formation.  We aim for pupils to be able to use a comfortable pencil grip and to form 
clear letters. There is an emphasis on children learning lower case letters initially, 
progressing to upper case letters and for those that are able, joined handwriting will be 
taught.   



Independent Writing 
Independent writing is a useful tool for formative assessment and for informing the 
teacher of where to take the children next and is used in conjunction with Classroom 
Monitor to generate next steps. For this reason, when writing children should be 
encouraged to be as independent as possible, calling upon the strategies taught 
previously. The nature of this task can give children a real sense of achievement and 
boost their self-esteem. Teachers should provide opportunities for regular practice in 
the continued learning environment as this can encourage more reluctant writers to 
‘have a go’. 
 
Spelling and Phonics 
Pupils are encouraged to become independent spellers who are confident to use an 
increasing range of vocabulary in their own writing. A range of spelling strategies are 
modelled to enable children to attempt unknown words and in addition, children are 
encouraged to have a sound knowledge of high frequency words for use in their daily 
work. The Letters and Sounds Phonics Assessment Task is completed by teachers with 
their classes to identify the level that the pupils are working at.  

Our aims for teaching and learning within spelling are to enable children to:  

 Recognise letters and the sounds they make.  
 Match and learn high frequency words through the use of 'pink words’. 
 Attempt words for themselves using a range of strategies.  
 Use phonic knowledge to attempt to spell an increasing repertoire of words.  
 Write an increasingly wide range of words from memory.  
 Use a variety of resources to help with spelling e.g. dictionaries, word banks and 

the classroom environment.  
 Begin to develop an understanding of spelling patterns and rules.  
 Use a range of strategies to learn spellings.   

7. CROSS-CURRICULAR LITERACY OPPORTUNITIES  
There are clear links between the Literacy curriculum and with other subjects. Reading 
and writing elements of the curriculum are regularly covered in other subjects such as 
topic work and science; and Physical Development and art encompass a wide range of 
gross and fine motor activities that feed into mark making/handwriting and writing. 
Speaking, listening, communication and vocabulary building also have strong links to all 
subject areas including PSED and supplementary maths. Links between lessons makes 
learning more meaningful and enjoyable for the children whilst also providing greater 
opportunities for learning and the reinforcement of skills.  
 
8. THE USE OF ICT 
Opportunities to use ICT in Literacy will be planned for and used as appropriate. ICT 
can be used effectively as a tool for both teaching and learning.  Many pupils will 
benefit from electronic communication aids and from the use of ICT as a tool for 
writing (e.g. Clicker, Communicate In Print or Word). 



 
9. ASSESSMENT AND TARGET SETTING 
At Woolgrove we assess the children using Classroom Monitor: this means that each 
child has a personalised curriculum based on their needs. Teachers set targets using 
Classroom Monitor and then teach and observe children to ensure that they have 
mastered their target in a variety of contexts and as independently as possible. To 
ensure that children have consolidated their learning, teachers use marking slips on 
their work and each child has a personalised tracking sheet (PTS) which shows 
formative assessment judgements from their lessons, work and observations from that 
week. These in turn feed into subsequent planning. The children’s views are taken into 
account using the marking slip so that if children are able, they can indicate if they felt 
confident or required support to achieve the task. Teachers use Classroom Monitor 
daily to inform their planning but it is also used to make a summative assessment by 
comparing data at three assessment points through the year so that progress can be 
tracked. For more information please see the assessment, recording and reporting 
policy. 
 
Assessment in Different Pathways 
Alongside the use of Classroom Monitor, our Reception pupils are assessed on the Early 
Years Foundation Curriculum. The pre-formal and semi-formal classes work from an 
adapted curriculum based on the document Development Matters. Their learning 
environment is centred on the 7 areas of learning. Formal classes use an adapted KS1 
curriculum but continue to build on the skills they have already developed. 
 
10. INCLUSION 
We aim to provide for all children so that they achieve as highly as they can in Literacy 
according to their individual abilities. We will identify which pupils or groups of pupils 
are under-achieving and take steps to improve their attainment with targeted 
interventions or provision of equipment they may need in order to access their learning. 
Gifted children will be identified and suitable learning challenges provided. 
 
11. EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES 
All children are provided with equal access to a Literacy curriculum specifically tailored 
to their learning style. We aim to provide suitable learning opportunities regardless of 
gender, ethnicity or home background. 
 
12. ROLE OF SUBJECT LEADER 
The Subject Leader should be responsible for improving the standards of teaching and 
learning in Literacy through: 

 Careful monitoring of individuals, groups, (including pupil premium) classes and 
whole school assessment data, as well as the provision of Literacy (including 
Intervention and Support programmes) 

 The quality of the learning environment, inside and outside of the classroom 
 Taking the lead in policy development 



 Auditing training needs and supporting colleagues in their CPD 
 Purchasing and organising resources 
 Keeping up to date with recent Literacy developments 

 
This policy will be reviewed every three years or in the light of changes to legal 
requirements. 
 
13. IMPACT  

 All children have experienced literacy activities and develop and increase their 
skills and knowledge according to their age and developmental stage.   

 All children experience a range of books and stories   
 All children develop communication skills to enable them to communicate with 

others according to their age and developmental stage   
 All children are able to independently use their literacy skills to communicate 

with others inside and outside of school   
 All children regardless of their ability and pathway are able to make progress 

proportionate to their potential.  
 

14. CONCLUSION: 
 
This policy also needs to be in line with other school polices and therefore should be 
read in conjunction with the following school policies: 
 

 Curriculum Policy 
 Communication Policy 
 Assessment, Recording and Reporting Keeping  
 Computing Policy 
 English as an Additional Language Policy 

 
15. APPENDICES 

A – Example Medium Term Plan  
B – Example Weekly Plan 
C – National Book Banding Reading Levels 
D – Reading Target Record 
E - Progression in Mark Making  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   



                                                                                                                       EYFS Medium Term Plan       -     TERM / Class  
 
 
Focus Book / Topic  –  

Key Vocabulary   
 

 Personal, Social and 
Emotional 

Development 

Communication and Language. 
 

Literacy 
 

Understanding the World.  Mathematics Expressive Arts and Design.  
(Refer to music plans.) 

Physical 
development. 
(Refer to P.E 

medium term plan) 

Outdoor activities 

CIL 
 
Enhanced 
provision 
linked to Adult 
Directed 

Sensory room – 
calming  
 
Sharing and turn 
taking  

Graphics table –  
Role-play – house  
Small world –   
 
 

Construction –  
Computing –  
Sand –   
Water –  
UW tray –  
 
 

Number –   
 
Supplementary maths -  
 
 
 

See graphics table  
Playdough/sensory –  
Music – 
Fine motor   

Sensory writing –  
Big book –  
SSM –  
Letters and sounds  – 
Number –  
Physical –  
Easel –  

Week 1. 
 

Focus – 
Circle time    
 
Attention Autism  

Big book – 
STEMS 
Shared writing –  
Big book activity –  
Letters and sounds –  
Speaking and listening -  
Role-play –  

ICT –  
Cookery –  
Trip –  
UW -–   

Number song – 
Counting in 1s, 2s and 10s forwards and 
backwards.  Counting on from a number. 
Addition and subtraction.  More and less. 
Positional language. Shapes. 
SSM SUPPLEMENTARY MATHS 

Songs and Music –  
Write dance –  
Art Start -  
Art -  
Drama/DT-  

Fizzy hands. 
Other skills -  
Circle game -   

 

Week 2. 
 

Focus – 
Circle time    
 
Attention Autism  

Big book – 
STEMS 
Shared writing –  
Big book activity –  
Letters and sounds –  
Speaking and listening -  
Role-play –  

ICT –  
Cookery –  
Trip –  
UW -–   

Number song – 
Counting in 1s, 2s and 10s forwards and 
backwards.  Counting on from a number. 
Addition and subtraction.  More and less. 
Positional language. Shapes. 
SSM SUPPLEMENTARY MATHS 

Songs and Music –  
Write dance –  
Art Start -  
Art -  
Drama/DT-  

Fizzy hands. 
Other skills -  
Circle game -   

 

CIL 
 
Enhanced 
provision 
linked to Adult 
Directed 

Sensory room – 
calming  
 
Sharing and turn 
taking  

Graphics table –  
Role-play – house  
Small world –   
 
 

Construction –  
Computing –  
Sand –   
Water –  
UW tray –  
 
 

Number –   
 
Supplementary maths  
 
 
 

See graphics table  
Playdough/sensory –  
Music – 
Fine motor   

Sensory writing –  
Big book –  
SSM –  
Letters and sounds  – 
Number –  
Physical –  
Easel –  

Week 3. 
 

Focus – 
Circle time    
 
Attention Autism  

Big book – 
STEMS 
Shared writing –  
Big book activity –  
Letters and sounds –  
Speaking and listening -  
Role-play –  
 

ICT –  
Cookery –  
Trip –  
UW -–   

Number song – 
Counting in 1s, 2s and 10s forwards and 
backwards.  Counting on from a number. 
Addition and subtraction.  More and less. 
Positional language. Shapes. 
SSM SUPPLEMENTARY MATHS 

Songs and Music –  
Write dance –  
Art Start -  
Art -  
Drama/DT-  

Fizzy hands. 
Other skills -  
Circle game -   

 



Class:        Week beginning:                                          Pupil Premium
    

Ability groups – Numeracy  Ability Groups – Literacy  Table Activity groups  

Writing Groups 
 

Maths Groups  
 

 

Day   

All week  Snack   - 
Attention Autism –  

Life skills – 

 Focus / subject Grouping  Group 1 Group 2  Group 3  

Monday am      

Monday pm       

Tuesday am      

Tuesday pm       

Wednesday 
am 

     

Wednesday 
pm  

     

Thursday am      

Thursday pm       

Friday am      

Friday pm       

CIL Planning  
Outdoor –  
Writing – 
Number – 
Sensory-  
Physical- 
Construction - 
 

 Indoor –  
EAD-  
SSM-  
Book/role play – 
Small world - 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Book Bands Reading Levels 
 

Band Colour Age Guide 
0 Lilac (Silver Stars)  

5-6 years old  1 Pink 
2 Red 
3 Yellow 
4 Blue 
5 Green 
6 Orange 6.5 – 7 yrs 
7 Turquoise 7 – 7.5 yrs 
8 Purple 7.5 – 8 yrs 
9 Gold 8 – 8.5 yrs 
10 White (Silver) 8.5 – 9 yrs 
11 Lime (Emerald) 9 – 10 yrs 
12  Ruby 10 – 11 yrs 
13 Sapphire 11 – 12 yrs 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

   Pre-Band 1 - Reading and Comprehension Target Record 
 

 
   Child: ………………………………………….……....     Year Group ……………………………… 
 

Date of New 
Target 

Target Date of New Target Target 

 
 
 

   

 
 
 

   

 
 
 

   

 
 
 

   

 
 
Date 

Achieved 
Pre-Band 1 (Lilac/Silver Star) 

 1a.  Shows some interest in stories and rhymes 
 2b.  Listens to adults talking about the pictures in a story 

2c.  Listens to adults read a story 
 3a.  Shares books with adults 

3b.  Handles books with some support  
 4a.  Holds books the correct way up 

4b.  Turns some pages in a book with support 
4c.  Turns some pages in a book independently 

 5a.  Looks at the pictures  
5b.  Points to pictures when asked eg show me..... point to the....... 
5c.  Can say/sign/point to ..... Where is X? 

 6a   Looks at print as adult points to words 
6b   With support/prompting can point to words  

 7a  Can match pictures (Woolgrove reading picture cards) 
7b  Can match words  (pink cards) 

 8a  Explore objects related to a story 
8b  Visit a place from a story 
8c  Explore sensory materials related to a story eg sand and water in a seaside story.  

 
 
 

     



   Pre-Band 1 & Band 1 - Reading and Comprehension Target 
Record 

 

   Child: ………………………………………….……....     Year Group ……………………………… 
 

Date of New Target Target Date of New Target Target 
 
 
 

   

 
 
 

   

 
 
 

   

 
 
 

   

 
 
 

   

 

Date Ach’d Pre-Band 1 and Band 1 (Pink) 
 1a. Shows some interest in stories and rhymes 

1b. Has some favourite stories, rhymes, songs, poems or jingles and joins in with actions-Band 1  
 2a. Shares books with adults 

2b. Handles books with some support  
2c. Handles books carefully - Band 1 CM 

 3a. Shares books with adults 
3b. Chooses from a selection of books when offered to them 
3c. Demonstrates enjoyment of books by choosing to look at them independently-Band 1 CM                                                             

 4a. Holds books the correct way up 
4b. Turns some pages in a book with support 
4c. Turns some pages in a book independently 
4d. Holds books the correct way up and turns pages - Band 1 CM 

 5a. Looks at the pictures  
5b. Points to pictures when asked eg show me..... point to the....... 
5c. Can say/sign/point to ..... Where is X? 
5d. Shows interest in illustrations and print in books - Band 1 CM See target 6 below 

 6a. Looks at print as adult points to words 
6b. With support/prompting can point to words  
6c. Points to words as an adult reads to them - Band 1 CM 

*Resources 7a. Demonstrates through sign/symbols or words (or shows excitement or can point to 
correct picture from a choice of two) that they are aware of what might happen in a 
familiar story / join in with a phrase from a story eg Gingerbread man ‘Run run...’ 
Gingerbread jumps out of the oven or gets eaten by a fox or Jack and the Beanstalk, ‘Fe Fi 
Fo...’ Beans grown into a beanstalk, giant lives in a castle etc  
7b. Can continue a rhyme eg Humpty Dumpty (sat on a wall). 12345 once I caught a (fish alive) 
7c. Regularly anticipates events in familiar rhymes and stories - Band 1 CM 

 8a.Observation point –Demonstrates through role play reading that s/he knows 
information can be relayed in print - (Chooses books and pretends to read) Band 1 CM 



 9a. Can match pictures (Woolgrove reading ‘picture’ cards) 
9b  Can match words  (Woolgrove reading ‘pink’ cards) 



   Band 2 - Reading and Comprehension Target Record 
 
 
 

   Child: ………………………………………….……....     Year Group ……………………………… 
 

Date of New Target Target Date of New Target Target 
 
 
 

   

 
 
 

   

 
 
 

   

 

 

Date 
Achieved 

Band 2 (Pink)  

*Resources 10a. Pays attention to nursery rhymes and action songs; joins in by using some signs, words 
or actions (or is able to point to relevant symbol).  
10b. Joins in with and repeats words and phrases from nursery rhymes and action songs - 
Band 2 CM 

 11a. Pays some attention/interest in a story when read by an adult 
11b. Participates appropriately in shared stories read by an adult - Band 2 CM 

*Resources 12a. When shown two pictures, is able to say or point to second picture to respond to ‘what 
happens next’. (Photocopy two pictures from books or use sequencing cards)  
12b. When looking at books, looks at the pictures to see what happens next - Band 2 CM 

 13a. Can identify the correct picture to match the end of a familiar story when shown a 
choice of 2 or 3. (Photocopy a picture from the end of the book and one/two others) 
13b. Can find the end of the book when asked to ‘Find/point to the end of the story’. 
13c. Can suggest how a familiar story might end - Band 2 CM 

*Resources 14a Observation point - Recognises familiar words and signs such as their own name and 
advertising logos - Band 2 CM  



Band – 3 & 4 Reading and Comprehension Target Record 
 

   Child: ………………………………………….……....               Year Group ……………………………… 
 

Date of New 
Target 

Target Date of New 
Target 

Target Date of New 
Target 

Target 

 
 
 

     

 
 
 

     

 
 
 

     

 
 
 

     

 

Date Ach’d Band 3 (Red) 

 1. Find the title on the front cover and with support say/indicate what it says. 

*Resources 2a. Reads/points to 6 key words from pink cards (or words such as mum, dad, cat, dog etc) 
2b. Reads/points to key words from set 2 of pink cards (or include words above) 
2c. Reads up to 10 common / familiar words by sight - Band 3 CM 

 3a. Points to words as an adult reads to them - Band 1 CM (from pink reading targets)  
3b. Points to words on left page then right page 
3c. Points to words from top to bottom 
3d. Points to words from left to right (sentences)                                          Band 3 CM (below) 
3e. Follows print in books from left to right /top to bottom (Point to the words one at a time in the book) -  

*Resources 4a. Can choose a story starter from a choice of 3 to match a picture from a story eg (Once upon 
a time, One day, One cold morning, It was a sunny day)  
4b. Can choose a story ending from a choice of 3 to match a picture from a story (And they lived 
happily ever after, they got married, the (character) was saved, they were sad etc)  
4c. Role play a story with characters, encourage children to use story language, once upon a time 
etc (see above)                                                                                             Band 3 CM (below) 
4d. Uses story language e.g. once upon a time…when creating own stories to pictures in a book  

 5a. Provide children with materials/opportunities to role play experiences such as examples below  
Planting seeds = Jack and Giant Beanstalk / Growing veg = The Enormous turnip  
Caterpillars changing into butterflies = Hungry Caterpillar 
Taking dog for a walk, flying a kite, playing in a park, having a picnic (Biff and Chip stories) Dressing up (princess) = 
Cinderella / Helping someone = Superheroes 
Baking gingerbread = Gingerbread man / Eating food too hot/bed too lumpy etc = Goldilocks 
Building (blocks/straw etc) = Three little pigs / Walking across a bridge = Billy Goats Gruff  
Post a letter = Postman Pat/Jolly Postman                                                                      Band 3 CM (below) 
5b. With adult prompting is beginning to link events in stories to their own experiences 

 6a. Provide props/pictures from story and support role play of key events (include Identi-play)  
6b. Can identify the main events in a familiar story and uses in imaginative play. (Retell the story 
using talk, sign or pictures.)  - Band 3 CM 

 7a. Reads/points to key words from sets 1-3 of pink cards 
7b. Reads/points to key words from sets 3-4 of pink cards or set 3 & 2 other words eg mum/dad 
7c. Reads up to 20 common/familiar words by sight - Band 4 CM  

*Resources 8a. Use Integrated Visual Coding (STEMs) strip to support reading of simple phrases  
8b. Can remember and say repeated phrase by the end of a simple book with visual cues e.g. ‘I 
can see a dog. I can see a ….’ - Band 4 CM 



 9a. Can match pink words (or key words such as mum, dad, dog etc) to simple sentences.  
9b. Can identify and point to known words in simple sentences - Band 4 CM 

*Resources 10a. Choose from a set of 2 or 3 symbol character traits to describe character from book 
10b. Choose from a set of 2 or 3 symbol events to match event in book 
10c. Can use a visual cue to talk about a character and/or event in a familiar story- Band 4 CM 



Band 5 & 6 - Reading and Comprehension Target Record 

 
 

   Child: ………………………………………….……....     Year Group ……………………………… 
 

Date of New 
Target 

Target Date of New 
Target 

Target Date of New 
Target 

Target 

 
 

     

 
 

     

 
 

     

 
 

     

 
 

     

 
Date 

Achieved 
Band 5 & 6 (Yellow) 

 1. Can read some frequently encountered cvc fluently (without overt sounding and 
blending) - Band 5 CM 

 2. Reads up to 30 common/familiar words by sight - Band 5 CM (can red sets 1-5 of 
pink words) 

 3. Beginning to develop 1:1 correspondence when reading aloud - Band 5 CM 

 4. Answer questions talk about the story to demonstrate comprehension  

 5. Can read known words in simple sentences and texts - Band 5 CM (Pink words) 

 6. Demonstrates an enjoyment of an increasing range of books - Band 5 CM 

 7. Identify the title, front cover and back of the book, the writing and the 
pictures. 

 8. Identify the first sound of the words and try to predict what the word says. 

 9. Point to full stops and capital letters. 

 10a Can order a sequence of 3 pictures (or more) from a familiar story  
10b Is beginning to retell the main points of the text in sequence with the aid of 
       visual and/or verbal prompts e.g. story boards, picture sequences - Band 5 CM  

*Resources 11. Can read 10 of the Y1 common exception words - Band 6 CM 
 12. Can give a simple description of a character using the text and illustrations for 

support - Band 6 CM 
 13. Beginning to choose books for pleasure on the basis of their title and 

illustrations - Band 6 CM 
 14. Links events in stories to their own experiences - Band 6 CM 

 
Teachers: Please note, book level colour is a guide only. It is not necessary for a child to remain 
on this colour when completing the above targets. Please use your judgement for appropriate 
book colour.  

 



Band 7 - Reading and Comprehension Target Record 
 

   Child: ………………………………………….……....     Year Group ……………………………… 
 

Date of New 
Target 

Target Date of New 
Target 

Target Date of New 
Target 

Target 

 
 

     

 
 

     

 
 

     

 
 

     

 
 

     

 
Date 

Achieved 
Band 7 (Blue) 

 1. Can read some frequently encountered cvc containing known standard vowel 
digraphs fluently (without overt sounding and blending) - Band 7 CM 

*Resources 2. Can read 20 of the Y1 common exception words - Band 7 CM 

*Resources 3. When listening to an adult read, is beginning to comment on what they like / 
dislike about a story - Band 7 CM 

 4. Can identify a favourite book- Band 7 CM 

 5. Is beginning to make simple predictions of what might happen based on the story 
so far - Band 7 CM 

*Resources 6. With adult prompts can use basic adjectives to describe what a character might 
be like from what they say and do e.g. ‘The wolf is naughty.’ - Band 7 CM 

 7. Use information in the text to predict, confirm or attempt to read unknown 
words 

 8. Begin to read the words, only pointing to unknown words. 

 9. Re-read to develop the flow of reading and to understand meaning.  

 10. Discuss the story and show an understanding of what has happened. 

 11. Name the characters in the story.  

 12. Expect the text to make sense and look at the pictures to check. 
 

 
Teachers: Please note, book level colour is a guide only. It is not necessary for a child to remain 
on this colour when completing the above targets. Please use your judgement for appropriate 
book colour.  



Band 8 - Reading and Comprehension Target Record 
 

   Child: ………………………………………….……....     Year Group 
……………………………… 
 

Date of New 
Target 

Target Date of New 
Target 

Target Date of New 
Target 

Target 

 
 

     

 
 

     

 
 

     

 
 

     

 
 

     

 
Date 

Achieved 
Band 8 (Green) 

 1. Can read some frequently encountered phonetically regular words fluently i.e. 
without overt sounding and blending - Band 8 CM 

 2. Be aware of different punctuation that is used and what they mean - Band 8 CM 

 3. Can read words with contractions e.g. I’m, I’ll, we’ll and understands that the 
apostrophe represents missing letters Band 8 CM 

*Resources 4. Can read all of the Y1 common exception words - Band 8 CM 

 5. Attempt to read words that they don’t know by thinking about the rest of the 
sentence. 

 6. Begin to read the text without pointing to the words.  

 7a.  Read a variety of text and get used to different layouts. 
7b. Compare different books. 

*Resources 8. Observation Point - When listening to an adult read key stories and traditional 
tales, can say what they like /dislike about it -Band 8 CM 

 9. Can join in with the repetitive elements of traditional tales - Band 8 CM 

 10a. Retell the story, showing an awareness of the way stories are structured with a  
       beginning, middle and end.  (Use a story board or story map to draw pictures) 
10b. When given a picture from a story can demonstrate their understanding of the 
       sequence by selecting the next event from a set of 3 pictures - Band 8 CM 

*Resources 11 Can use basic adjectives to describe characters saying what they might be like 
from what they say and do - Band 8 CM 

 12 Can retell the main points of a story they have heard or read - Band 8 CM 
(Could use a story board or story map and draw pictures) 

 

 
Teachers: Please note, book level colour is a guide only. It is not necessary for a child to remain 
on this colour when completing the above targets. Please use your judgement for appropriate 
book colour.  



 



 
Band 9 - Reading and Comprehension Target Record 

 
 

   Child: ………………………………………….……....     Year Group ……………………………… 
 

Date of New 
Target 

Target Date of New 
Target 

Target 

 
 
 

   

 
 
 

   

 
 
 

   

 
 
 

   

 
 
Date 

Achieved 
Band 9 (Orange) 

 1. Begin reading without needing to use the pictures. 

 2. Read longer sentences and understand the meaning. 

 3. Read longer words by breaking them down into smaller chunks (syllables). 

 4. Make suggestions about why things are happening. 

*Resources 5. Can read half of the Y2 common exception words. Band 9 CM 

 6. Reads aloud, reading most frequently encountered words accurately without overt 
sounding and blending. Band 9 CM 

 7. When reading aloud pauses at full stops. Band 9 CM 

*Resources 8. With the aid of prompt cards/picture cues can discuss a range of traditional tales 
and stories. Band 9 CM (Use books and look at and discuss pictures) 

 9. In shared/guided reading will discuss favourite words and phrases. Band 9 CM 

*Resources 10. Can answer basic questions requiring literal recall (ie who, what, when, where). 
Band 9 CM 

 11. When reading aloud, is beginning to self-correct using phonic and contextual cues. 
Band 9 CM 

 12. Can make simple predictions of what might happen based on the story so far. Band 
9 CM 

 

Teachers: Please note, book level colour is a guide only. It is not necessary for a child to remain 
on this colour when completing the above targets. Please use your judgement for appropriate 
book colour.  
 



 
 
,  

Band 10 - Reading and Comprehension Target Record 
 
 

   Child: ………………………………………….……....     Year Group ……………………………… 
 

Date of New 
Target 

Target Date of New 
Target 

Target 

 
 
 

   

 
 
 

   

 
 
 

   

 
 
 

   

 
 
Date 

Achieved 
Book 10 (Turquoise)  

 1. Understand the text without using pictures. 
 2.   Be confident with a range of different books and text types. 
 3.   Read longer sections of text and demonstrate an understanding of what they 

have read.  
*Resources 4. Can read all of the Y2 common exception words. Band 10 CM 
 5. Reads aloud, sounding out unfamiliar words accurately, automatically and without 

undue hesitation. Band 10 CM 
 6. Can recognise question marks and exclamation marks and when reading aloud 

uses them with appropriate intonation. Band 10 CM 
 7. Can identify a favourite author. Band 10 CM 
 8. Can sequence a set of 3 given sentences on a familiar topic with the support of a 

single picture cue. Band 10 CM 
 9. In shared/guided reading can answer a range of questions about a text including 

how and why. Band 10 CM 
 10. Can predict what may happen next from the detail in the story. Band 10 CM 
 11. Can understand the use of alphabetically ordered texts, eg indexes etc. Band 10 

CM 
 

Teachers: Please note, book level colour is a guide only. It is not necessary for a child to remain 
on this colour when completing the above targets. Please use your judgement for appropriate 
book colour.  
 



Purple, Gold & White Reading and Comprehension Target Record 
 
 

   Child: ………………………………………….……....     Year Group ……………………………… 
 

Date of New 
Target 

Target Date of New 
Target 

Target Date of New 
Target 

Target 

 
 

     

 
 

     

 
 

     

 
 

     

 
 

     

 
Date 

Achieved 
Purple & Gold Book Bands 

Purple 1. Be more independent at making predictions about the book. 
 2. Read a book in their head. 
 3. Use punctuation to help keep track of longer sentences. 
 4. Attempt to read unknown words quickly. 
 5. Become used to different types of language and layouts used within 

fiction, non-fiction and poetry.  
Gold 6. Talk about choices that writers make in order to interest the 

reader. Remember and use things that they have read within their 
writing.  

 
Date 

Achieved 
White Book Band 

 8. Read silently most of the time. 
 9. Read longer books and remember what happened the last time they 

read. 
 10. Write texts in the style of a book they have read. 
 11. Search for and find information in texts. 
 12. Notice how words they don’t know are spelt.  
 13. Understand a growing number of words. 
 14. Give opinions about what they have read.  

 
 
 





 





 





 





 





 





 





 





 





 





 





 





 





 





 





 



 



 


